
Sturgeon Creek School Council Meeting Minutes  
 

September 29, 2020 @ 6:15 p.m.  
Meet Me Telephone Conference 

 Attendance: Krista Olson, Donna Kowalski, Becky Beal, Krista Anderson, Kerri Loughery, Chantal Seguin, 
Andrea McNabb 
Regrets: Melinda Romyn, Julia Teeple 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions      
▪ The meeting was called to order at 6:08 pm 

 
2. Review and Approval of Agenda 

▪ Chantal made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Becky. All were in 
favour; motion carried. 

 
3. Review and Approval of Previous Minutes 

▪ Krista A read aloud the minutes from the May 12, 2020 meeting 
▪ Becky made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Krista O. 

All were in favour; motion carried. 
 

4. Declaration of Conflict of Interest  
▪ No conflicts declared 

 
5. Business Arising from the Minutes (Old Business/Updates)    

▪ Donna confirmed that a sewing machine has been ordered but not yet received. She 
will order the heat press. 
 

6. New Business/Updates     
▪ School Bullying Prevention & Intervention Plan – the plan was reviewed and 

discussed. It was noted that some items may be on hold (ie: trainings, etc) or 
modified due to COVID 19, but agreed that they should still remain in the plan. 
There is no new school climate survey information or EQAO data. There were no 
additions to the plan suggested. Donna will update and circulate. The plan is 
available on the school website, under “School Information”. 

▪ Healthy Food Days – the 10 days in which the school provides food outside of PPM 
150 guidelines must be identified at the beginning of the school year. The dates 
include: Halloween, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Gr. 8 Grad, SK Grad, school BBQ, 
Winter Carnival, and 2 baseball tournaments. It was agreed that while some of 
these events may be uncertain due to COVID19, they should be kept in the plan. It 
was also discussed that since all grades are not able to access the canteen on 
tournament days, freezies would be available for all grades (and not just athletes) 
on those days.  

▪ Review 2019/2020 Action Plan & Fundraising Plan – Krista O briefly reviewed last 
year’s plan. It is available on the school website. 

▪ Update 2020/2021 Action Plan & Fundraising Plan – The purpose of fundraising 
must be identified at the beginning of the school year, and an action plan 
completed. Modifications to fundraising for this year include all financial 



transactions to take place through School Cash Online. Consideration would also be 
given to how to distribute items safely and according to protocols in place at the 
time.  

o Current fundraising account has funds available: $4200; $7200 Mom’s 
Pantry; $5300 Canteen Sales; $680 raffle; $470 playground) – the cost of 
heat press will come out of this account. A discussion was had around how 
some funds could be put forward to support students/classrooms – for 
example, individual LEGO/activities to be used during indoor recess, items 
to support outdoor classroom learning, etc. 

▪ Becky made a motion to provide $300 to each classroom ($1800 
total) to spend as they see fit to support individual students, 
seconded by Chantal. All were in favour, motion carried. 

▪ The outdoor classroom is in great demand by all grades currently. 
There is enough space to set up three more outdoor classrooms. 
Clayton Teeple has agreed to donate his time to build eight 
additional benches for the classrooms. It was agreed that school 
council would provide funding to purchase the materials ($500). 
Andrea made a motion to provide $500 for benches, seconded by 
Krista A. All were in favour, motion carried. 

▪ Krista Olson made a motion to provide $100 to each classroom 
($600 total) to support outdoor learning, seconded by Chantal. All 
were in favour, motion carried. **Following the meeting, it was 
decided that $100 should also be provided to the 2 teachers that 
provide prep coverage. It was agreed that they may use different 
items. Consensus was reached via text message amongst the group* 

o Donna will look into logistics of Mom’s Pantry and Little Caesars Fundraising 
options with the Board. It was discussed that funds raised could be put 
towards purchasing additional tables and chairs. Donna will confirm how 
many of each would be needed as well as what storage space is available. 
Krista O. will update the school action plan with goals and Donna will check 
to see if there are any other considerations that should be made before 
moving forward with the fundraiser, and will communicate any relevant 
information to the group via email. Andrea agreed that she will organize the 
Mom’s Pantry fundraiser if/when approval is given to move forward.  

▪ A short discussion was had about swimming lessons. Since 
swimming lessons couldn’t happen last year due to COVID19, would 
we be able to consider funding the gr.3 students to participate in 
swimming lessons this year (if they are able to happen)? Historically 
grades 1 & 2 from SCS have completed swimming lessons (gr.1 
funded by RRDSB, gr.2 funded by school council). It was noted that 
“catching up” would be required for 3 years in order to provide 2 
years of lessons for all those students that ‘missed out’ last year. It 
was agreed that we would discuss further at the next meeting. 

▪ Q & A regarding school measures for COVID available on website. 
No additions/comments. Donna noted that the students have been 
adapting extremely well to the protocols in place.  

▪ Board Documents for Review – No Board documents for review. 
▪ Parent Involvement Committee Update – Andrea did not attend the last meeting. 



Chantal agreed to be SCS’s rep on the PIC for this school year. Donna will advise the 
committee of the change in representative. 

▪ Student Council Update – there is no student council established yet  
▪ Teacher Update – Kerri provided an update on behalf of the teachers. Everyone is 

adjusting well to the new protocols in place. The Terry Fox run has raised $900 so 
far. Orange shirt day is tomorrow; all students and staff encouraged to wear orange, 
teachers will discuss residential schools as appropriate in their classrooms. Plans are 
underway for a virtual open house. PD Day coming up on Oct.30th will likely focus on 
new math curriculum, which includes new topics (coding, financial literacy and 
social/emotional learning). Sports and clubs are currently on hold, with ideas for 
leadership opportunities being explored. Rowan’s Law day was observed recently, 
which focusses on concussion education and school protocols. Classrooms are 
connected virtually using SeeSaw, Google Classroom and Edsby. When possible, 
class work is posted in the virtual platform so that in the event a student is home for 
an extended period of time they can stay connected. Progress reports will go home 
in mid-November. The Board has provided 1:1 Chromebooks for grades 1 and up. 
Grade 7 & 8 students bring their Chromebooks home nightly.                                           

▪ Other Correspondence - none 
                                 

7. Principal’s Report – presented by Donna 
o plans are underway for a virtual open house (including video clips, photos, 

etc). Since photo consent forms are not yet all back, no students will be 
visible in any photos used. 

o Any financial transactions will take place through School Cash Online 
moving forward 

o Information is sent home to families electronically as much as possible 
o Students are still borrowing books from library, by reserving their books 

online in advance. Mrs. Hettinga prepares the books and delivers to 
classrooms. When returned, all books sit for 48+ hours before being 
returned to rotation. 

o Teachers are considering how to set up home reading/book bag programs  
o School website and social media (Facebook page) is being kept up to date. 

Teachers are all using virtual platforms to connect with families. Every effort 
is being made to reach people through an electronic means when possible 

o Staff and students all use the COVID19 screening tool daily to determine 
whether or not they should attend – link is available on website 

o Currently there are no mask exemptions at the school 
o Picture day has been cancelled across the board 
o **Following the meeting, Donna noted that she’d forgotten to mention that 

she is looking into getting food prepared and packaged off site that can be 
distributed at school for a hot lunch program. So far Devlin’s has a few 
options. Cloverleaf is currently unable to offer anything, and she will check 
with Finland Corners as well. ** 

 
8. Next Meeting Dates – November 17/20; February 16/21; May 11/21. All meetings will be 

held at 6 pm. 
 

9. Agenda Items for Next Meeting    



▪ Submit agenda items to the Chair prior to the next meeting 
 
10.  Adjournment – the meeting was adjourned at 7:31 pm. Krista O made a motion to adjourn 

the meeting, seconded by Andrea. All were in favour, motion carried. 
 


